
ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2020 

Questions from Ms. K. Williams: 

At Full Council on the 25th September this Council committed to work through the 
Local Government Association and with local MPs to raise the issue of home to 
school transport for pupils age 16-25 with SEND and to support the 'Close the Loop 
Campaign' to make this a fully funded statutory requirement for all local authorities. 
 
1. What progress has this Council made so far in seeking fair funding for these 

pupils? 
 
2. How does this Council intend to manage post-16 SEND school transport in the 

next academic year? 
 
Post-16 Statutory Guidance issued to local authorities for Home to School Transport 
and travel support to education and training, places a duty on local authorities to 
promote the use of sustainable travel and transport. The Local authority must 
provide an audit of the sustainable travel and transport infrastructure.  
 

3. Is there a publication of the Council’s Sustainable modes of travel strategy 
particularly relating to the changes in post-16 home to school transport and 
consideration given to the environmental well-being of the local authorities 
area?  

 
Across Leicestershire, as I understand it, disabled access to school buses that 
transport groups of children to school are being refused and parents are having to 
drive children themselves. This significantly increases road traffic and congestion 
outside special needs schools 
 
4. Can I ask whether the impact to the environment has been considered with 

regard to post-16 home to school transport and if there is a publication that sets 
out the Councils sustainable travel strategy relating to this policy? 

 

Reply by the Chairman: 

1. Considerable work was needed to assess the costs to the Council of making 

home to school transport for pupils aged 16-25 with SEND a fully funded 

requirement, this was not completed before Parliament was dissolved. The 

outcome of this work will now be fed into the Council’s case for fairer funding 

and the specific issue drawn to the attention of newly elected Leicestershire 

MPs and the LGA.  

 

2. The County Council presently plans to introduce the paused elements of its 

revised transport policy in September 2020. However, the Council can confirm 

that a court of appeal hearing is taking place in February in relation to limited 

aspects of the previous Judicial Review judgment by reason of which we are 

unable to comment in detail whilst these proceedings are ongoing, however the 
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findings of the appeal hearing will be considered in relation to the 

implementation of the reused transport policy as appropriate. 

 

3. The County Council’s strategy to promote the use of sustainable modes of 

travel to school has been developed in response to the Education and 

Inspections Act 2006. 

 

The Sustainable Modes of Travel Strategy (SMoTS) sits within the wider Local 

Transport Plan 3 Implementation Plan 2011-2026 covering travel for recreation 

and other purposes. In focusing and co-ordinating project actions that deliver 

sustainable, healthy and safer travel, the Council agreed to work together with 

schools, colleges, parents, governors, the police, council road safety teams, 

Public Health and transport providers.   

 

The Council’s current Sustainable Models of Travel Strategy consists of; 

 ‘Universal’ (Modeshift STARS Programme) aimed at schools,  

 ‘Targeted’ approaches which are used to promote sustainable and 

active travel and decrease school gate congestion and 

  ‘Specialist’ (BetterPoints App and car sharing) aimed at schools and 

colleges.   

Many of these implementations have been successful and have benefited 

many schools across the county, with the help of the Choose How you Move 

scheme and Modeshift Stars programme.  

 

4. As it currently stands, environment and congestion impacts are not factors 

considered when assessing requests for post-16 home to school transport.  

However, in light of the Council's climate change commitment and through the 

subsequent reviewing of our Environmental Strategy the Council will consider 

and review how best to mitigate any environmental impacts of school transport 

generally including Post 16. Leicestershire County Council has a continuing 

commitment to the environment and the Council’s policies on this can be found 

on the website at:  

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/conservation-and-

sustainability/environmental-policies-and-reports. 
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